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Instrumentation
6 trumpets in Bb

Duration: 3'15

Program
Cometsong is a short fanfare for trumpet ensemble written for Dr. Spencer Aston
and the Bridgewater State University Trumpet Ensemble. The musical language is
modal, meaning that the music exists between two competing polarities: the Dorian
mode, a darker sonority and the Lydian mode, the brightest mode. These two
conflicting modes fight against each other like two centers of gravity, each trying
to pull the piece in its direction. While the opening is rooted in the darker side,
the brighter sonority ultimately prevails, sailing forth like a comet streaking across
the night sky.

About the composer
David Vess is a New England-based composer, teacher and musician. The Brockton
Enterprise described the premiere of his work Ignite as "a real barnburner." He was
the recipient of the 2016 Roger Sessions Memorial Composition Award at the Boston
Conservatory. Vess' music has been commissioned and performed in the US, Canada,
ltaly and Japan by ensembles such as the Brockton Symphony Orchestra, Boston
Musica Viva, and the International Contemporary Ensemble. David serves as the
instructor of tuba and composition at Bridgewater State University. He holds degrees
from the Boston Conservatory and the University of North Carolina School of the Arts.

For more information, please visit www.davidvessmusic.com

Other works for brass

Brass Quintet No. 1 'Flight' (2012/2017)
Brass Quintet No. 2 'Helvetica' (2013)
Brass Quintet No. 3 'Dusk (2020)
scatter/spark for brass quintet and piano (2015)
Ignite for brass ensemble (2017)

Sunrise Fanfare for youth brass ensemble (2017)



Cometsong

written for Dr. Spencer Aston and the Bridgewater State University Trumpet Ensemble

n<g m 1T
328 Nyl
2o H e
538
A | i
5 I
v e N L)
I
OO Nt
[T
m L) N
I\
Tl \ aA) e
[T
- ~y \\j
E iy
ey fi o 8 || Bl
1%
L) ™
I
e ML
[T
~y \\j
I\
| LN
[17%
e N
I\
| A e
1%
~y w\xi
I
Ll LN
[17%
e N
I\
e e
[
~y \\4'
I
| LN
[T
\\j ~e
I
g _ v
I e
¥ 1A
5 §>f A
T N RS AT Sanyl Sysyl Sysyl
NP NI NG N NEeo <D
- \ /
& & & & A & &
g P = = > > s
- ® s = @ -
- - -

mp

1%
\\4' ~y
%
\ e Al
1M
~d \\4‘
1M
N HANEIL
I\
\\44 ~y
%
A HIAl
1%
~y L)
A
b ml \\j/ e
I
[TTT% N
%
M ||
1M
~y \\j
1M
M1 TLANEIIL
I
i) 1L ) N
o iy
ik N
1M
e N TNIA)
1M
a ™
1%
e \\4' ~e
A
m N
M
BER ~ \\j
1M
i LN
1%
N [TTT% ~y
M
™ ey
I
p. o ||
A
Iy ILNEnE
1%
N [TTT% ~y
1%
Al IIAl
1%
¢ 1A
| 1M
Ik T || 77T
I I NP NG NG NDe
= = = = > >
2 0F : i &

1%
JEE L) ~
1Al
NN Nl
I
(i o NM [TTT%
%
2 N TANEIIL
%
b || | 18 e [TTT% e
%
e IIA)
1%
~ \\j
. . \\1'
15 AT N TN
1%
w\#f ~
%
m YA [T T e
I
~ L)
%
e MTTRA \Jrf/ 1T
I
[T N
1A
i MTTOA \ 1A e
1%
¢ [TTT%
T
i oA ™[]
I
L) ~
1A
T e
I
i~ [TTT%
%
™ \ \\4'/ \\j
I
w\#f ~t
1%
N [TT9A [TT1 T L)
1%
N [T
T
Ik [TRA ™ L[]
1%
w\#f ~y
%
i oA \ 1T e
[TT%
i~ L)
%
N TN >aW \\iv T
o NP N o NI NG
= = = = > >
2 E : 2 B 3

Copyright © David Vess



-

<

o P g &

>3

.S

mf

o P g ¥

mf
mf

bo

i-i. v

)

» g & g 7
b ®# %o

(0]

127)

e 2>

1:"-:4'.40
mf
mf

R
mf

~—

-
PR

Nk

g

PR A

N E

¥ AN

[ Fan)
AN

p’ A

Y AW r
| Fan)
AN

7

I Fan)
A"

7.

[ fan)
AN

7

[ Fan)
<V

Y AW

| £an)
N g egeg

21

Tpt. |
Tpt. Il
Tpt. 1
Tpt. IV
Tpt. V
Tpt. VI

Ne)

Nl o L [l
LN v 1
h i 1
~y ~y N 1 & H"
iy B
n N
i ~ ~4 ~ N
L i
N O v 97 m N
! N e ™ i) o HY
] |
' Mk 1~ \\-
i i i
H” e ~¢ e > Hu
~e
m 9 9] O N N
T Mt dlanss (s (s TS
H' ~t ~t ~t "l o o N
iy | | | \Mn\u< .Fu< o v ™ v
il Pa Lt Lt 5 b b I
N 8! M LI I e ORI (S R T i
N g (Nl < o < o < m
#- i | h.wb o1 | h.wu i
[ £ i i m
w" b AN oG NSy TN s [N
m Nl o o i
] ~t ~t ~t h.ﬂ\u< h.W\H— < h.ﬂ\“_ < [N
iy 1 b 1 i
) En u\ R ~¢ ~ ~ \H"
ILES xJ._f #\-_/f NLES H"
N [177% N L) N
e \\Huw Y [T 1”
aL i i e L
] L ik TR e T 1”
AR [N [N ) N
L[] 1. 1Te [T \H"
Al ﬁJ.V i ) ' ' N
il N My e L 1L u"
1] il L
HEl! [l N L) Ha )
Al al [TTTe 1) s it
(Nl .N i 1y 1”
N A.FL L M T Mo N
e Wi m T I
s N e A Iy
W\ Ha \\# ~4 ~4 ~4 H"
AW LN TR e BIIL) AL Wi Wil ha iy
\.h = (1] t i \ NISEN o Al 8F s e WIES
h2 &S ! M o < [l < i
(2 e T[T el W N
N N e ® i i
A.P\\ Ll P mEL T e L NOIN f A .rqu \H"
AL N A N (W N
-w e A h.w‘u< o1 < Hu
. i s i . I
N [ e e T 1) [ 5o NERGEN || =R
SN NP NP NP N N I NG NI N N N
= = = = > > - = = > > >
= & 2 E 2 R = & B B 2 B



Y

T
=i

oo . o
——
——
3
~—
oles e
i
——
3

3
—
o gohe g o

Prle OO ©

oH
o
——]
3
3
—1

& S b

.

T

T

-

1

T
A
N =
RL

T

T
== =
I

>
*
=
3
TN
Sy SISy B I

ohy ®
=i
—
3
—H—
—
3
-
——
S
3
h—
&>
I\
T
A
<
N
T

e,

=7

=\|f
;

o o heo

mf

A

IAY

b

I,

o oo
-

N

IAY

o
[==|
<
er
[==|
<
T
|-

>

]

]

<

f

T
be

he @ =
-
—
-
e e
o
-
e .
o
-
&
PN
e
|-

mp
-

o ol
It

o
o o ©

Do @
> >| >
i i

—]
= 7
<_ﬁ.

be
be
<bH

A

N

e

—

o oo
<

X

N

< &

< =

\;_1?4
34 & & &

mp

2]

oo s o
> | > > >
i
}

J—

Iy

o o e ®
el
<

f
3

e e
N N
o oo doP I IS
3
——
S -
lo®%e
H

i

i

o
>

> o
oV @
.

)
i
.

oo

> o g

e “He
d g

T
I
r i
>
A
IAY
b
N,
o oo
-
N
IAY

3 3
i
I
I\
N
<
I\
AY
<
<
'y
N

1d
i
I
r

>
)

a9V 2
} bt
JR— | I—

=
N
e
<
N

i
T
te

<

A
N
I
X
N

f
I
1
3
—3—

> o >

>
i F e
i
i
> > > >
oo He ®
d ot =

b

T
T
33— L
7
1>y

>

e
i
>

i
i
i
-
I

e e
N N B
® d0S s o IS
T
T T
| T
e I
T L4

T
I
33—
N
M
r i
A
-
o oo
=
LY

® &

X
N

Ll i}

NS

r ﬁ 5o l®

e
1d

Lt

r 1
]
Ty T 5 T L3 T T g

™~ |
=
:
[E—
-
I
1
I
A
P
-
I

< =&

< & &

A
N
I
X
N

mp

s
!
s

o oo
.
=
T

A
e
—
o oS
<
X
!

i ot

~

y 4i

{2y
ANS74

y 4i

{2y
ANS74

y 4i

 £ar WEAY
A3V V)
y 4

{2y
ANS74

41

< ° &

3
mf

==
;

&

ry

&

ry

&

ry

>

P

T

I I

@————Mww

=
e
A A A
N
[ i > &>
A

T

A

e —
N N N
T IAY T

g g ! N N
H” S L NS ] ' N s MmN m
N o o N L
I LYl v i v i v i ™
iy g ¥ 3 N MTRA e
\" >.ruvyf .quf iy >f \H" = 1
H R AL ol ol N i L1 L
\u A _Fu< o < _Fu< N AR P 1A "
\' BN BN BN |
Ll N N
" e AN AN AN hES ilal Ll 8l Tl N
Do NG SO NP N NI e N I NG N N e N

ANS7

Ne)

Tpt. |
Tpt. |l
Tpt. 1l
Tpt. IV

Tpt. V
Tpt. VI
Tpt. |
Tpt. |l
Tpt. 1l
Tpt. IV
Tpt. V
Tpt. VI
Tpt
Tpt. |l
Tpt. 1l
Tpt. IV
Tpt. V
Tpt. VI



o ol N TN
N
~y o ~ ‘ 9]
o
LN LN N ruu '
I
T VS I 4
o« L N TN
i
[ 1NN LI | Y — o
9] 1
N || T mmu
L)
1o L o N i e
A N T
—\\c
Earrt R 2 e
Sell Sl Sl T
L)
~ ¢ e M ~ Ef
(TN A i
ﬁ\#> ?A. ~e
N N [N
17 o] _f\A
Ak [T
FTT®A N IO A
Regp N Teg)
! / el ) i e
LH\‘ AHU.
o7 TN v
10 S 111, [ 1
TNA ~ i _L;
(11} [
N \" N
[
0 / mmn (TTMA il MTTNA
(e I
N TN N
s i s
A J g i
T U n
sy s
N
Q ﬂ o uﬂ ~4 N ~y
Esd ||
L BB [ N
o] i o] ‘I q
A.\@ ) AL @3 .\\Hau “ e
[ 18 Ll e
Al [ ™ TN o o]
& Gl T i
[ YRE CleLl L)
Al |11 ™ TN o o o]
A_vwwﬁ‘ A w\ﬁ3 _mwuw N unmu nuw?
AL 1l | [l
o/ i 3*\1_ N N d
"w@ A 1*3 \Hmwv ™ N e
oo NI N N NI NG
=z = = > > s
& 3 i i & 3
[ = 2 [ =

e
i
ARLY AR TN I g
rh- '
N
L
NQUL QL TR i
N
L
AR AR TR [ B
rh- '
I3
N
AR Aol TR L
AL AL N
i
ﬂ.wi ol ’ | I B
il [ [ s
#L_ il | —1- '
1 1 U 1
L 1] . 16
N AL T N
N
M.wwl | 1HES JHEN — o7
Nl AL AL o7
fL_ o/ i} —\H-
N N
o o AN ﬁm\.
9 g 9] (TN Ef
N
i
]
. 5 . |10
[N ol N N
T R il
a8 M
Wl il
L
~ ~y ~4 N
Rl ol N T
N
A I
o g .\14 .\\Q —w.
il [T i i
ol (VAN R
il Nl B il
S sl el U .
o (i N il
N
L)
sLl sl T 16
SO NI NI NG N NG
: Z = =z > s
:0F 3 oz B o

™ [T
\\-V -y
TN i
\\ﬁﬂﬂ BERN w\\‘ w\\|9
i T ™
Hy B
A 0. A in I
AN 3y [T
T [T
Hy -y
TN [TT™
\\ﬁﬂﬂ BERN w\\‘ w\\é
i TIm ™
Ay B
k. g I
R s TN s iﬂ,.w..P \\M... &
X
N
N
N
| qu > > >
N
N
H-
N / 0
N
N
N
N
N
] Jl <
Hu ‘\\Mﬂ Y
H'
N / ~t
N
N
N
N
] Y &
) [
] wq
N
3
Ih M. A P
TN
—\\-
P\u-
N
N
) ol DA L
QNP N NG NS NER NGk
- = = = > s
£ : oz EF



Ho
o &
ki

7

o ¥ o

O
o &
1o

td o se

g

o &
e
7

o ¥ ¥
£

Z1=4

LO
td oo

™~

ny
g g T

o0 Bt Lt

e

o &
e
7

(0]
o &
1o

=
td o oo

o &
e
1)

mp
o &
e

O

e

o &
1o

77

o ¥ i

o &
1o

td v o

o o
e
7

e

[
td oo

g

o &
1o
1)

mp
mp
(7]
I
b

y 4i
(e &
SV
y 4i
(& &
SV
y 4i
{2y
Y
ANS74

y 4
{0y o, &

N9 T T

o
o

\u
oy
™

r N -.‘....
T
s

1
L
i i i i i i

1
3

H.
—3

g

- 1
3—

r

—3

P o0 e
T =
mp

—3
mp

mp

fe
fe

o

"

Ge ®e

-

e
o
i

o o i
| I N
feprrrperpes
e == =SRSSEEES
cessas
—]
fo ke
—]
fo e

fe
fe
7

L.

0
T

H g
7% o

H g

o
072 ¢

]

Fe
Fe
B

0

]

#
#

0
T

]
o ¥ g
A'el
‘l-gl

e

Hgl
o
i

>

"
yARROT BN N N NN N N BN Ny B BT BN N N BN N N NN AN AN BV BN N N NN N N NN BN N EmT BN N N BN N N BN BN BN EmyT BN N N BN N N N AN

J o oo soP II
{ey

p 4

¥ AN
(&) ® oV o & 9 »
ANNY4
ANN"4
<V
SV
Ne)

y 4i
{2y
y 4
{2y

T e e ] B = S S S > S S~ S — | 1 1 i 1 it i s it i

Ve ¥

Tpt. |
Tpt. |l
Tpt. 1l
Tpt. IV

oL N SRS
(il N |
[l N i
[\l [\ i
[\l N i
N N N :
N N m
N N N
N N m
N N L
S S AN TS
ﬁ.f\ ik
i N
TR
\\\ﬂ# H
-4 Ay
[ YRR e
9 U s i ™
| e
HA i
TN e
HeE - Ty
|
i
A111TI e LN
i umn N N MW/
| e
HA i
T I
S+ (I8N R I
N
i
TN
e M Ty T T3
i i)
T i e
1] ) e
YT (SN N
i
TN
G i LS
NEP N NEP N N
= = = > >
EE 0z :

Tpt. I
Tpt. 1l
Tpt. IV
Tpt. V
Tpt. VI



o] N N i)
| o | AR
Ol N N i i)
(Y, [ (Y, i N
e ez
A (Y] A | e b
+¥] EES | A
) || M| I T i N
b W ™ L m L)
A?ﬁ A _vﬁ ﬁi. \-V L) "
N A L Y
R=3
[ [y, e 1) L e
e s E=3
) e
o ol ol MmN L e
iy v [ =3
N N N L
A Pﬁ [y M \.v N m
N |\ L) L
=3
) (Y, e 1) N L)
e o EE B 1
L i
N L)
N L
N i
3 || M| I RN N L)
N L)
N L)
N 1)
3 || M || I R N L)
By Y [ Exd
N N N i N i)
A.vﬁ A _vﬁ e \-v N i
A A L L
|
[ [y e 1) N L)
e o EE N 1
N i)
o (i e AN N L)
N 1)
N L)
N L)
N L)
N L
. . . ' Jv
2 A T T N L)
A N N k. N i)
'Y, Y, k) ) N Ly
n A h \
] i B | I8
il ik i) il
3#9 3mJ « ﬁe « ﬁu N M
1h 1h EX 1k
A L) L) N L)
i it HEA) BEA)
£ ﬁ » ﬁd » ﬁé e ﬁd \ A
M i L) L) N L)
] 1 1 N L
S 1\ (N 11 T N (R 1 3
I Hy & Hy &
A LB B3 N A
s o s = s o N L)
N i)
~ ~y ~y ~y N L)
hH Nl N 1)
N [\ N
e ﬁ ~ N L)
Y, _FQ3 H ol Nl N he
n n T L
N 41 |
—+H N N i
‘\uun ﬁummww % h N N L)
) ™ ™ | i N i)
ﬁu.w ﬁ.wi f b Nl N Ly
1 L) L) A N L)
S v EXS
N N N N ) Je
" = = > > =
D 5 - o 5 o
= = & 2 S

f

lyrical

te

#=

mp

oy

oo o o o oo

t

X
N

Fild

F-lud

oy

o o o o oo+

X
N

#;f - F*

X
N

Y

F-ind r 2

huf]

mf

Y

o o o o oo

v B @

Ty

my

oo o o o oo

& s

;t\,

1o & & & o o o 9 |00 O O O OO OO0 S PSP SO lPS OSSP PSS PSS PSS

oy
kuf]

oo o o o oo

S

f—|mp

f< mp

f—|mp

o ,b?‘L,d

=i

s J

g

N

{2y
ANS7

y 4i
{2y
ANS74
y 4i
{2y
ANS74

p 4

y AT )
ey
ANS74

iy

{2y
ANS74

7

o}
y 4
7
{2y

T
T
=i

1 r——r\
“oie e’

OIS o
ﬁ‘ﬂ

K

<

oV
N

Tpt. |

Tpt. Il
Tpt. I

Tpt. IV

Tpt. V

Tpt. VI

O

L 44

T

o

(@]

O

L4l

T

o

iy

V4

kil

mp

e
L 4

T

[ 44

Y

O

#

iy

(B N NN W EW BN RN )

o o0 0 0 0 0 0 o

i
o

X
N

#=

1O

iy

o o0 0 0 0 0 0 o

X
N

ﬁ;f o F*

g

iy

o o0 0 0 0 0 0 o

X
N

ﬁ;f o F*

N

¥
rS

{2y
ANS74

y 4i

no

)
e

{ey
ANS74

0
p A

Y BN NN BN NN NN NN Ew T NN NN NN Ew B N B BT B B N B NN B NN WY BN NN BN NN AN AN ()

{ey
Y

y 4i

{6y o o o o 0o oo

ANS74

y 4
{2y

NV o o o 0 6 0 6 &

<

y 4

X
N

ﬁ;f o F*

K
Y

{2y
ANS7

O, ;i‘ s

Tpt. |

Tpt. Il

Tpt. I

Tpt. IV

Tpt. V

Tpt. VI



122

1 1 1
™~y ™~y 1~ ™~y ™~y 1~
& AL & SRS T &
(Y0 ol L o L
ﬂp .hwp rL_ -u M\1- TN
|
(Y] st b v st ™
(Y [SaNE AN A R N
M i
o Nl (W . N
[y .Fu rmL_ .p mmw. N
(Y N
Y] ot ot 8 ot N
Y [Yad SAVA SN m
[} ] N o . ™
[y .Vu |rL_ -u Mnl. |
(Y |
(Y] ™
(Y > ~ ™ > N
(Y N
(Y] ™
(Y ™ ~ > ™ N
|
ﬂ T 97 b o1 N
sl sen s s sy
[ [
I )
I )
L e
[ [
I )
I )
AN 0 umn IMJ \\M# 1
[
[T
)
T e
]
[
T
I,
W | | i L
a0 gl T Ide PP
e
FrTe
e
A
L e
[ ]
[
T
I,
R SulinG
N2l -
\ /
e = = P > s
$ 0:F & &2 B g



