
David Vess
Foxborough, MA, USA

July 2021

Helvetica
Brass Quintet No. 2



2

I had been inspired by the idea of reaching
for clarity, the idea of trying to find it, not
necessarily the actual state, but the search.
We spend so much time gearing ourselves
towards performance, creation, and to ideas, to
finding that       , that clarity of an idea shining
through. I often get lost in the motion, and forget
the big picture, forgetting to step back and see
it all, and instead, I often chose to focus on just
a small corner. I intended this piece to be a
small, clear, spatious place to inhabit. A place of
focus. A simple font on white canvas.

This piece was originally written for clarinet,
bassoon and viola.

David Vess
Malden, MA -USA
October 2013

Duration: 5' approx.

Instrumentation
trumpet in Bb

flugelhorn (or 2nd trumpet in Bb)
horn in F

tenor trombone
tuba

Program:
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about the composer

David Vess is a New England based composer, conductor and musician. His
music has been characterized by a sensitivity to sonority, unrelenting energy
and evocative narratives. The Brockton Enterprise described the premiere of
his work Ignite as "a real barnburner." He was awarded the 2016 Roger
Sessions Memorial Composition Award at the Boston Conservatory. Vess'
music has been commissioned and performed in the US, Canada, Italy and
Japan by ensembles and soloists such as the Brockton Symphony Orchestra,
violinist Sharan Leventhal, cellist Kevin MacFarland, ShikiDuo, Boston Musica
Viva, and the International Contemporary Ensemble. Originally from Asheville,
North Carolina, David holds degrees from the Boston Conservatory and the 
University of North Carolina School of the Arts. David currently teaches tuba
and composition at Bridgewater State University. He also produces a Podcast
about doing creative work called: The Sand Dollar.
 
He lives in Foxborough, MA. with his wife, Sophie Kass.                       -2021

For more information, please visit davidvessmusic.com.

Brass Quintet No. 1 'Flight' (2012/2018)
scatter/spark (2015) for brass quintet and piano

Brass Quintet No. 3 'Dusk' (2020)

other works for brass quintet
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'Helvetica'

Score is Transposed

David Vess
Foxborough, MA, USA

July 2021
(original version written in October 2013)
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To purchase the score and parts to this 
work, or to request a perusal score, 

please contact me at:

www.davidvessmusic.com/contact

Many thanks for your interest in my 
work. I look forward to hearing from you.

-DV

Let’s connect:
The Sand Dollar Podcast

The Sand Dollar Blog
Music with Dave

YouTube

http://www.davidvessmusic.com/contact
https://www.davidvessmusic.com/thesanddollar
https://www.davidvessmusic.com/blog
https://www.instagram.com/musicwithdave/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB0XHHV7Xb7fqKstkAXtEcw

